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B-3150 - B-3159 1850-1857
801-833 William St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The majority of the houses lining this side of the 800 block of William
St. are three story, two or three bay wide brick houses with gable roofs. Like
the similar houses across William St. and around the corner on Warren Ave., these
houses were built for a middle class market and are larger and more spacious
than the average two story plus attic house built for the working class inhabitants
of the neighborhood. 801 William St. is now a corner grocery story and the original
gable roof has been replaced by a shed roof. 803 William St. is one of only two
Classical-Revival style, bow-fronted brick houses with brownstone trim in the
area, the other being 804 William St., directly across the street. 811-817
William St. are three story, two bay wide shed-roofed houses, built as a unit
in 1857, an early use of the shed roof in this area. The row of houses at 819-833
William St. was built by Nicholas Popplein, at the time the proprietor of a chemical
manufactory at the foot of Cross St. and who later became an extremely wealthy
resident of Eutaw Place and important chemical, paint, and varnish manufacturer.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, three bay brick house with shed roof and modillion cornice
represents an enlargement-of .the original three story, gable-roofed . .. =
house that was built on this site in the 1850's and formed part of a group of
such houses extending along this side of William St. The house has been
elaborately restored.

The house is three stories in height, about 20' wide, and occupies a lot
80' deep. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped
by a Colonial-Revival style wood cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown
molding supported by a row of modillions set above a row of dentils and a plain,
deep freize. Two scroll-sawed end brackets support the cornice. There is
a double rectangular chimney located along the north side of the front section
of the house.

All of the window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood sills, exces™,
for the first floor windows which have stone sills. The doorway has a round
arched lintel. The first floor window openings are filled with new 9/9 double
hung sash; the second floor windows are filled with new 6/9 double hung sash;
and the third floor windows are filled with new 6/6 double hung sash. A modern,
double door, with three panels each section, is set beneath the round arched
transom area, which is filled with a new Federal-style leaded fanlight. The
house sits on a fairly high basement, the entrance being reached by three marble
steps, Two narrow, rectangular basement window openings, filled with three lights
each, are located beneath the first floor windows.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE
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—1600-1699 X _ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
_X1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES . 1849-1851 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Isaac Tyson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is representative of a fairly large number of houses in the Federal
Hill area that were originally built in the 1840's and 1850's with gable roofs and
simple brick cornices, but which were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently
fashionable Italianate style, with the front roof gable being raised and rebuilt as
a shed roof, and a bracketed cornice added.

Thig particular housg, with its three bay width, closely resembles its neighbors
801 and 809 William St. See under 809 William St. for further details.

The house has been elaborately restored, but the unfortunate use of a Federal-style
fanlight in the round-arched transom, and the multi-paned windows give the house
a Federal flavor not in keeping with its original appearance. An early owner of the
house, John W. Davis, was a deputy naval officer at the Custom House .l

1galtimore City Directory, 1858-59

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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1 1
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 20" X 80

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Survevor
ORGANIZATION . DATE

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Rros. & Eccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Ruxton vl ang—dba s

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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805 William Street
Block 0907 Lot 003
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3152 805 William St.
M.E.H. 4179

West elevation



